Holy Land Slide Show - Mysteries of the Rosary

City of Nazareth is important for:

1. The Incarnation - it was here that the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and announced that she would be the Mother of Jesus.  (Basilica of the Incarnation)

2. Home of St. Joseph - here Jesus was raised during the "hidden years" of his life.

3. The synagogue where Jesus read from the book of Isaiah, however they would not accept him and even tried to throw him off a nearby hill.

City of Ein Karim - located in the Hill Country of Judea, 5 miles from Jerusalem

1. Mary's Spring, traditional place of the Visitation, where Mary spoke the Magnificat 

2. Sanctuary of the Visitation - summer home of Zechariah and Elizabeth and stone where John was concealed.

3. Birthplace of St. John the Baptist, where Zechariah spoke the Benedictus (regular home of Zechariah and Elizabeth?)

Bethlehem (in Hebrew means "House of Bread"

1. Home of David, where he was anointed by Samuel

2. Birthplace of Jesus

3. Caves where St. Jerome and his companions lived (Paula, Eustochium, and Eusebius) - from 388 to 420

4. Church of St. Catherine, martyr

5. Shepherd's Field (Bet Sahour - 2 km East of Bethlehem)

Temple Mount

1. Mount Moriah - Abraham's Sacrifice of Isaac

2. David bought a threshing floor where he had a vision

3. Soloman built the "First Temple" (970 BC-586 BC) - holy of holies, where the Ark of the Covenant was kept.

4. Dome of the Rock (and nearby al-Aqsa Mosque) - believed by Muslim to be the spot where Muhammad ascended for a night long journey and met many prophets. - Crusades called it the Templum Domini, perhaps mistakenly thinking it was the Jewish Temple.

5. At the time of Christ the Second Temple had been greatly expanded by King Herod, and besides the site of the Presentation and finding in the Temple, it was the site of the Cleansing of the Temple, as well as some of Jesus' teaching and miracles.

Jordan River

1. Flows south from the Sea of Galilee (13 x 7 miles, over 130 ft deep) - also known as Tiberias and Kinneret.

2. Jordan River has many twists and curves overs its 160 mile course, it has an average width of 100 feet, flowing south into the Dead sea.

3. The traditional spot where Jesus was baptizes is about five miles East of Jericho, which is near where the Jordan was crossed by Joshua who led the people of Israel into the Promised Land, and where the prophet Elijah was taken by a fiery chariot into heaven.

4. The Dead Sea has no outlet, thus contains a huge concentration of chemicals and minerals.  (47 x 10 miles, 1300 ft below sea level, and 1278 feed at its deepest.)

Cana of Galilee - 4 miles along road from Nazareth to Tiberias

1. Site of Jesus' first miracle of changing water into wine at a wedding feast.

2. Home of the Apostle Nathaniel, a.k.a. Bartholemew.

Sea of Galilee

1. Popular area for its fertile ground and fresh water - a total of 9 cities around the lake.

2. Bethsaida - hometown of Peter and Andrew, curing of the blind man (possible 

3. Capernaum - main city where Jesus spoke, synagogue where Jesus spoke, a modern church built over the House of St Peter

4. Tabgha (seven springs) - Primacy of Peter where Jesus appeared after the resurrection; multiplication of the loves and fishes

5. Mount of Beatitudes - sermon on the mount

Mount Tabor (1600 feet above plain)

1. OT site where Barack gathered his army to fight Jabin.  Mentioned in the psalms.  Near Endor where Saul consults with the seer who predicts his death; also near Dan, the northern point of David's kingdom.  NT city of Nain, where Jesus raises the widow's son from the dead.

2. Place chosen by Jesus as site of Transfiguration.

Cenacle - Upper Room

1. Last Supper - institution of the Eucharist and the Priesthood

2. Resurrection - appearance on Easter night

3. Pentecost - descent of Holy Spirit

Gethsemane

1. Grotto of Betrayal - where apostles slept and Jesus was arrested

2. Olive Garden - rock of agony where Jesus wept

3. Church of the Agony (also called Church of All Nations)

St. Peter in Gallicantu

1. Christ brought before the High Priest

2. Denial by Peter

3. Jail / Prison where Christ was held overnight

Via Dolorosa - Way of the Cross

1. 2 Stations at the Church of the Flagellation

2. 7 Stations along the roads of Jerusalem

3. 5 Stations in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher

Church of the Holy Sepulcher

1. Hill of Calvary

2. Tomb

3. Chapel of Apparition to Mary in the Holy Sepulcher (Pillar of Scourging)

4. St Helena

